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SHEFFIELD SCOOP 


Library Film Shown in House of Commons 


HE Sheffield City Libraries’ film Books in Hand was shown to members 

of Parliament at the House of Commons on Wednesday, 14th May. Present 

to introduce it were John Bebbington, City Librarian of Sheffield, and 
Councillor J. Thorpe, Chairman of the Public Libraries Committee. The arrange- 
ments were made by one of the Sheffield M.P.s, who felt that it would be useful 
for members of the House to see a film about a modern public library service, 
particularly when the future of local government is under consideration. 

This professional and highly attractive colour film was a scoop for Sheffield 
library publicity when it was issued. The way in which it has been exploited since 
is a superb illustration of the kind of public relations sense which many members 
want to see permeating the profession and indeed the Association. To get this 
film shown in Parliament at a time when the Roberts Committee is still sitting 
and when the future pattern of library service is in the melting pot is a much 
greater “scoop”, of which Sheffield, and Mr. Bebbington, may be justly proud. 

Mr. Bebbington gives us further illustrations of the way in which “the film 
appears to be going from strength to strength”. Sheffield have bought eleven 
copies themselves for free loan to interested organizations throughout the country, 
and another fifty copies have been sold, mainly to the British Council and to certain 
Government agencies overseas. The Central Youth Employment Executive have 
listed Books in Hand as a career film, with the result that it is being widely shown 
throughout this country by Youth Employment Officers and Education Authorities. 


LIAISON EDITOR GOES WEST 


For the second time in three months one of the News __ and Secretary to the Newfoundland Public Libraries 

Editors of Liaison has resigned. In February we Board, and expects to take up his duties by about 

reported the departure of Mr. W. G. Smith to take the beginning of July. 

up a post outside the profession as Editor of Books Mr. Moon has been an editor of Liaison since its 

and Bookmen. Now Mr. E. E. Moon leaves, not the inception in January, 1957, and in addition has been 

profession but the country. an active member of the Association of Assistant 
He has been appointed Director of Public Libraries _ Librarians for a number of years. 


B.B.C. Librarian . . . As we go to press we are able to report that Mr. R. L. W. Collison, 
F.L.A., Reference Librarian of Westminster, succeeds Miss Florence Milnes, M.B.E., who 


retires in July. 
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LIBRARIAN ON T.V. 


It was known that Mr. E. Hargreaves, Deputy City Librarian of Birmingham, had appeared on T.V. 
and Liaison thought it would be interesting to hear a behind-the-scenes account of it. At short notice 
Mr. Hargreaves wrote the following comments: 


When I was invited to appear in A.B.C. Television’s Sunday programme “The Bookman” 


I accepted without hesitation, hoping that I should be able to put some library propag 


anda 


across. | wrote out a rough script which was found acceptable and was dated for 


30th March. 


However, at 11 p.m. on Friday, the 21st, I was asked by telephone if I could possibly 
move forward to the 23rd as a replacement for Monica Dickens grounded in America. 
I agreed grudgingly since all my intimate friends and enemies had been warned to 


“look in” on the 30th. 


At 9.50 a.m. on the 23rd I arrived on the set and was 
thrust immediately into a rehearsal. I was “No. 2 
interviewee” and as Simon Kester swung round 
from “No. 1"’ and asked me the first question I knew 
[ should have to struggle to get in my main point 
because time would be short and the questioner 
would not stick to any script. After an hour's 
rehearsals a break for coffee was welcomed, whilst 
Naomi Mitchison and Paul Gallico were put through 
their paces and then back again for further tests— 
each time a change was rung on the questions to 
induce an impression of spontaneity. 

A generous lunch with not only conversation to 
stimulate and then back for a final run-through 
before the show. 

When the programme became live, there was an 
added tenseness everywhere but as my interviewer 
turned to me I felt only a real interest in what he 
was going to ask me and, asI suspected, new questions 
did in fact pop out. 

I realized suddenly that time must be running out 
and I had to turn my remarks swiftly though | 
imagine awkwardly to bring in a phrase from a 
UNESCO document which I had mentioned 
earlier and which the producer, Guy Verney, liked 
and wanted to finish off the interview. It did. 

3 p.m. came swiftly—the studio was suddenly 
full of sound and some fury for we had overrun 
our time; we were led away to be revived by 
double whiskys. 

It was an interesting experience, though I cannot 
imagine it did much to boost the public library 
service. The fact that over 400 million books are 
issued annually from public libraries was used to 
explain my presence and I was asked what kind of 
books these were. This was an agreed “silly ques- 
tion” and was followed by some comments on the 
“Do it yourself” movement and reading, reading 
trends in contemporary fiction, poetry, drama— 
inevitably, the effects of TV on reading, the ever- 
growing interest in science and technology. 

What impressed me most was the high regard 


which the writers | met on this and on previous 
occasions had for public libraries—Naomi Mitchison 
holding forth on the service she got in Argyllshire 
and Mrs. Welch, of gliding fame, praising the 
librarians of Kent. 

Perhaps most important, “A.B.C. Televisiea 
Ltd.” were pleased with what I said and further 
“co-operation” is anticipated. 


BROADCAST BOOKS 


An adaptation of C. S. Forester’s The Ship will be 
broadcast on 7th June on the Home Service's 
Saturday Night Theatre. On Thursdays the Drama 
Department will switch from Saroyan (appro- 
priately) in April to Belloc in June. The Flight of 
Varennes will be broadcast on 19th June and Death 
of a Queen on 26th June. 

Monday night listeners to the Home will hear 
Henry James’s The Europeans on 19th May, followed 
by adaptations of the work of two of the best 
known contemporary English novelists. L. P. 
Hartley’s The Hireling may be heard on 16th June 
and C. P. Snow’s The Masters on 23rd June. 

Three books provide material for feature pro- 

ammes on the Home Service in May. New Homes 
or Old, to be broadcast in the last week of May, is 
based on that excellent recent book Family and 
Kinship in East London by Michael Young and Peter 
Willmott. In the same week listeners will hear 
The Zimmerman Telegram, based on Admiral Sir 
William James’s The Eyes of the Navy, and The 
Mother, based on Wil Jon Edwards's From the Valley 
I Came. 

The Light Programme chooses Norman Collins's 
Children of the Archbishop for its Sunday night serial 
from 18th May to 20th July, while the Third 
Programme broadcasts an extract from Samuel 
Beckett's Malone Dies during the third week in June. 
On B.B.C. Television The House in Paris, by 
Elizabeth Bowen, will be broadcast as a Sunday 
night play about the middle of May. 
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A Tough Life 


It is unusual to see a library assistant as the heroine 
of a B.B.C. Television play, as was the case in One 
Man Absent by Willis Hall, televised on 18th March. 
This poor lass had a real tough life. Sitting in a 
dingy snck-bar sipping tea on a Friday afternoon, 
she told the National Serviceman who had pre- 
viously been into the library to look at the street 
directory, that she finished at four on Fridays but 
worked until eight on most other nights. She some- 
times went to the pictures alone but found it 
difficult to get to know anybody because of working 
late so often. 

From the rest of the play it was clear that Mr. Hall 
had observed life in a Midland industrial town 
pretty closely. It would be interesting to know 
where he got his information about library hours, 
and further, how many potential junior assistants 
decided against librarianship as a career after seeing 
this play. 

Another example of the worst kind of publicity 
for libraries occurred when a listener was quoted 
in Woman’s Hour on the roth March. She was 
asking for information about M. L. Haskins (author 
of the oft-quoted lines that begin, “I said to the 
man who stood at the gate of the year. . . ”). She 
had been to two large bookshops and to her local 
“free library” but none of these agencies could help 
her, not even to the extent of providing the titles of 
Miss Haskins’s books. 


“Town and Country” 


Public Libraries were again considered newsworthy 
on Wednesday, 26th March, when the B.B.C. 
included items about gramophone record collections 
in Town and Country (the South-East Regional news 
magazine). 

This took the form of an account of the service at 
Sutton and Cheam by Stanley Dean, the Borough 
Librarian, and one of his assistants, Miss Kate 
Robinson. It was followed by interviews with 
record users, first a housewife who paid testimony 
to using language discs for helping with holidays 
and reading novels in the original, and then a music 
teacher who acknowledged records to be ah asset 
in his job. 

The programme shifted from the provinces to 
London at St. Marylebone Central Library. 
Here, the Music Librarian, Mr. H. J. Currall out- 
lined the aims and policies of the record collection 
and commented on the present-day popularity of 
opera and the whole concert repertoire. 
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| Interneships Scheme 
Apathetic Response by Libraries 


The cause of better international relations is appar- 
ently not one which is fostered in the hearts of many 
British librarians or crap authorities. Fifty-cight 
libraries were invited by the L.A. to participate in 
a scheme of interneships to bring librarians from 
Commonwealth countries and the U.S.A. to libraries 
in the United Kingdom for one year. Only 26 
replied. 

Of these only 10 agreed to accept internes, 
another two agreed to support the scheme and three 
agreed in principle. Two preferred exchanges, three 
deferred consideration to a future date and six did 
not wish, or were not able, to participate. 

Undeterred by this lack of enthusiasm the Council 
agreed that the scheme should continue, and are 
asking UNESCO and the British Council to co- 
operate and assist in the selection of suitable internes! 


Netherlands Anniversary 


An invitation was received by the L.A, ‘to send 
two delegates to the congress celebrating the soth 
anniversary of the Netherlands Association of Public 
Libraries. This will be held in The Hague on the 
2nd and 3rd June this year. The Honorary Secretary 
and Honorary Treasurer will represent the Asso- 


ciation. 
Survey of Library Needs 

After correspondence with the Director of the Social 
Survey, the Library Research Committee has asked 
its Chairman, Mr. D. J. Foskett, and Mr. R. Helli- 
well, a member of this committee, to consult with 
the Director as to the merits of the different methods 
of conducting such a survey. 


Floor Finishes 

The Library Research Committee showed adap- 
tability by its concern with more mundane matters, 
and having been in touch with specialist bodies, 
is now asking Mr. Anthony Thompson to review the 
subject of Floor Finishes for libraries, either with the 
publication of an article in the Record, or as a pam- 
phlet in the L.A. series. 

A suitable author for an article on heating and 
ventilating for libraries is being sought by Mr. 
W. Pearson. 


LIBRARY FIGURES 


The annual booklet on statistics of Public Libraries 
(this one for 1956-57) has just been published. These 
may be obtained from the Librarian at Chaucer 
House. Subsequent annual questionnaires are to 
contain a paragraph calling for a census of all books 
on issue on the first full day in October. 





LONDON ROYAL COMMISSION 


The Secretary reported that the L.A. had been invited to submit evidence to the Royal 
Commission on Local Government in the Greater London Area by 21st April. A sub- 
committee had been formed as a matter of urgency, and as a result of its meetings a memo- 
randum was placed before the Executive Committee on 27th March. The Executive 


Committee approved the memorandum and recommended that it be 


transmitted to the Royal Commission. 


When the matter came before the Council the memorandum was 
referred back for further consideration and report. The same sub- 
committee was re-appointed and asked to invite discussion of and 
suggestions on the report from the London and Home Counties Branch 
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and the Association of Metropolitan Chief Librarians. The sub- 

committee was asked to incorporate the views of these two bodies before reporting further. 
The revised report is expected to come to the next meeting of the Council, and the Royal 
Commission has been asked to extend the time limit from the 21st April to 


Ist June. 


BRANCHES AND 
SECTIONS 


The Chairman of the Sub-Committee which has 
been considering evidence and proposals submitted 
concerning Branch and Section Reorganization, 
Mr. Wilkie, stated that the long-awaited report of 
this sub-committee would be submitted to the next 
meeting of the Council. 

The Yorkshire Branch submitted for approval by 
the Council a number of proposed amendments 
to the Branch Rules which had already been approv- 
ed by the Branch Annual General Meeting on 30th 
January. The most important of these proposals 
were that the number of elected members should be 
reduced from twelve to six, and that there should 
also be two representatives, with power to vote, 
nominated annually by those sections with regional 
organizations in the area. It was also proposed that 
the County Libraries and Youth Libraries Sections 
should have one representative each, with the proviso 
that this would be increased to two in the event 
of either Section setting up a regional organization. 
These proposals, which were approved by the Coun- 
cil, seem to be an advance move in the direction 
suggested by some Sections which submitted evi- 
dence to the Sub-Committee on Branch and Section 
Reorganization. 

The Youth Libraries Section also forwarded for 
approval some amendments to its rules, the main 
object of which appeared to be to make provision 
for the formation of Branches of the Section. 
These proposals were also approved by the Council. 
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Ministry Committee on Rating 
of Charities 


The Council received an invitation to submit 
evidence to a Committee on Rating of Charities 
set up by the Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment. The L.A. is interested in two distinct capacities: 
firstly, on behalf of the various libraries, municipal, 
univ csity, research, etc., which are open freely to 
the public and not conducted for profit, and secondly, 
on behalf of the Association as a body established by 
Royal Charter for purposes of social welfare and 
education in the broadest sense. 

A sub-committee set up to prepare a memoran- 
dum of evidence on the first aspect consists of the 
Honorary Secretary, Treasurer and Legal Adviser, 
the Chairman of the Executive Committee, Alder- 
man H. Icough (an authority representative on the 
Couacil), we one representative from cach of four 
Sections—County, Reference and Special, Univer- 
sity and Research, and Medical. Individual librarians 
are asked to communicate arguments, facts, special 
circumstances or any other relevant matter to assist 
this sub-committee. 

A further sub-committee, set up to prepare a 
memorandum of evidence on behalf of the Asso- 
ciation itself, consists of the Honorary Secretary, 
Honorary Treasurer and Honorary Legal Adviser. 


Conference on Business Archives 


Mr. H. M. Cashmore is to represent the L.A. at the 
Conference on Business Archives. This is arranged 
by ASLIB with the British Records Association and 
the British Archives Council, and is to be held on 
zoth May, 1958. 














L.A. CONFERENCE 


Brighton . . . Dr. Joseph Trenatman’s paper, 
reported in the March issue, will be called Libraries 
as a Social Force, and will be given at a General 
Session on the Wednesday morning of the confer- 
ence. Other general sessions now arranged include a 

Symposium on Current Library 





WCIL | 


Problems, to be chaired by Mr. 
M.C. Pottinger. Speaking for 
ublic, university and speci 
ibraries respectively will be 
Miss £. J. Willson, Mr. W. L. 
Saunders and Mr. G. H. 




















Wright. This session will take 
place on the Thursday morning. On Friday morning 
a paper will be delivered by Mr. G. A. Carter, 
entitled To Build or Not to Build: Library Buildings 
since the War. 

It was hoped that in the event of the Roberts 
Report being ogee before the Conference, 
Sir Sydney Roberts or a speaker nominated by 
him, might be invited to speak on the report of his 
committee. There now seems little likelihood that 
the report will be published before the conference. 
If it is a general session will be held, at which Mr. 
F. M. Gardner will give a paper should Sir Sydney 
Roberts be unable to attend or nominate a speaker 
at short notice. 

Among proposals for sessions which were not 
taken up by the Council were a suggestion by Mr. 
Hutchings that one should be allocated to the pro- 
posed Lending Library for Science and Technology, 
and another En Mr. Bryon and five other libra- 
rians in the North-West area that there should be 
a session devoted to Co-operative Book Purchase 
and the need for a nationally agreed scheme for 
this purpose. 

Torquay . . . The Town Clerk of Torquay is to 
confirm after rst April, when his Council meets, 
whether all the facilities required will be available 
during the week 21st-25th September, 1959. Subject 
only to this, it now scemis virtually certain that the 
L.A. Conference will take place in Torquay in 1959. 


Scarborough . . . The Council has agreed to accept 
an invitation to hold the 1960 Conference in Scar- 
borough, subject to the facilities required being 
available. 

A letter was received from the Town Clerk of Sale 
which claimed that “the duration of the Association’s 
conference is substantially in excess of that of any 
other conference organized by any other professional 
or similar body, or indeed that of the annual con- 
ferences organized by the principal political parties”, 
and requesting the Council to consider some curtail- 
ment of the period in future years. 
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SALARIES AND STATUS 


Technical College Libraries . . . The 
Executive Committee of the Association of 
Teachers in Technical Institutions has de- 
cided to support the L.A. Council’s Recom- 
mendations on Status, Qualifications and 
Salaries of Technical College Librarians. 
Copies of the L.A. memorandum have now 
been sent to the Association of Principals of 
Technical Institutions, requesting the sup- 
port of their Council. 

School Libraries . . . The A.A.L. for- 
warded a motion viewing “with alarm 
the increasing number of posts for Char- 
tered Librarians in Educational establish- 
ments advertised at salaries considerably 
lower than those for teaching staff in those 
institutions’, and asked the L.A. Council 
to take up the question with the appropriate 
Education habcraies It has been. pointed 
out to the A.A.L. that the Council has for 
some time been very active in improving 
salaries of these librarians, and that it is 
aware of the importance of the matter. 
Public Libraries . . . A meeting between 
representatives of the Council and the 
Executive Committee of the Society of 
Municipal and County Chief Librarians 
took ice on 28th March. This was to 
discuss the proposal, reported in February’s 
Liaison, that the $.M.C.C.L. should con- 
sider widening its scope to include nego- 
tiation of salaries and conditions for all 
Chartered Librarians engaged in local 
government. 

The Council received a report on corre- 
spondence and action taken in connection 
with posts advertised at inadequate salaries. 
These included the posts of Chief Librarian 
at Gateshead, City Librarian at Glasgow, 
County Librarian of West Riding County 
Library, and Lending Library at Hove. 

* * * 
The Five Years’ Work in Librarianship agreed by 
all to be an improvement on its predecessors, led 


the committee to invite Mr. P. H. Sewell to continue 
editorship for the next five-year period. 





LIAISON and 


the RECORD 


After 15 months of the present arrangement an analysis was made of the relative functions 
and periods of publication of the Record and Liaison. 

A fortnightly Liaison was, in some respects, thought desirable, but as this would involve 
heavy additional costs and pas the editorial arrangements on an entirely different 


basis, it was thought not to 


justifiable at present. 


There is therefore, to be no alteration in the present scope and period of publication 


of either journal, but Liaison is to be allotted an extra 16 
resignation as joint editor was received with regret an 


“to act accordingly”. 


¢ present writer was asked 


Following a report by Dr. Walford, it was decided not to continue with the feature “New Government 
Publications” in the Record, as this is adequately treated elsewhere. 

Warmly welcomed for a Record feature was a suggestion from the Library Research Committee of a 
periodical survey of technical equipment for libraries. The value of this suggestion depends entirely upon 
the co-operation of fellow librarians and Dr. Walford would be pleased to receive any information of this 


~ POOR FORM 


Comments, in particular by Mr. J. F. W. Bryon, on 
the appearance and physical make-up of three recent 
publications issued by the L.A., together with assess- 
ment and manhandling of the books themselves, 
led the Publications Committee to agree that in 
future there should be more detailed discussion of the 
proposed format of each publication. 

Attention was also directed to the future pro- 
gramme. A more business-like view was arrived at 
in that some publications which had been in prepara- 
tion for a considerable time, were no longer to be 
continued with. More knowledge of the possible 
future uses of L.A. publications ‘was required. 

Chere are now only a few books in preparation 
and all librarians, in particular Heads of Library 
Schools, are asked to suggest possible subjects for 
publication. In like manner the editor of the Special 
Subject Lists would appreciate ideas on some sub- 
jects and names of compilers for them. The lists on 
Collotype Printing and Jazz are almost complete. 
The Channel Tunnel has been issued. 


Tape Trouble 


Due to the modesty of our elder statesmen, and 
possibly their doubts as to its value, it was reported 
that no further tape recordings had yet been made 
of the voices of senior members of the profession. 
Another approach is to be made. Two more 
Carnegie Medal winners have no such qualms and 
their voices have been duly recorded. 
7 * * 


As a result of appeals for annual reports a large 
number has been received which are in the process 
of being sorted. 


One-way Traffic 


The loss to this country of large numbers of 
historical manuscripts which have been 
bought for American libraries is causing 
considerable concern to users of this sort of 
material over here. The L.A. is similarly 
concerned and is seeking information from 
both Library of Congress and University 
Microfilms as to programmes which exist 
for the microfilming of such manuscripts 


held in American libraries. 


Abstract Proposal 
A suggestion was received from the Medical Section 
that members of the Association be allowed to 
receive copies of Library Science Abstracts instead of 
the Record, if they indicated their desire to do so 
on paying their annual subscription. It was decided 
to take no action on this proposal. 


Children’s Books for Russia 

In our February issue we reported that an exhibition 
of Children’s Books was being sent to Russia, and 
that the Youth Libraries Section would be selecting 
the books, The proposed exhibition has now been 
called off. It was found difficult to secure suitable 
premises, and also the Russians expressed a wish to 
read every book suggested for inclusion in the 
exhibition. A revolutionary suggestion? 


L.A. Library 


The Librarian was allowed to continue to use his 
discretion in the loan of L.A. publications that are 
currently in print. 
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es for the year. Mr. Moon's . 























Examinations— 


A consideration of the summary of results 
on the Winter 1957 Examinations (as 
rinted in the March issue of the Record) 
ed the Education Sub-Committee to ask 
the Assessors Sub-Committee if the results 
of the First Professional Examination could 
be analysed in more detail than at present. 
The Chairman, Miss L. V. Paulin, also 
agreed to draw the attention of this latter 
committee to the problems of breaking 
question papers into sections, with specific 
emphasis on Registration Group B. 


—Examiners 


Registration Group B(iv) 

Mrs. E. M. Hoy, Assistant Examiner, is 
emigrating and has had to resign. The 
vacant position was advertised in the 
April Record. 

Registration Group D(vii) (a) (ii 

Mr. R. A. BANcs was appointed Assis- 
tant Examiner in this part as and from 


Summer, 1958. Mr. N. CARRICK was 
appointed reserve Assistant Examiner. 
Final Part 3(g) 


Mr. W. J. Bishop was appointed Senior 
Examiner in Literature and Librarianship 
of Medicine from Summer, 1958. 

Final Part 2, 2nd paper (a) 

The present Senior Assistant Examiner, 
Mr. Bernarp Wray, is leaving this 
country to take up an appointment in 
Tasmania. The vacant position was ad- 
vertised in the April Record. 


Summer School Shelved 


With more extensive facilities for full and part-time 
study, the Birmingham International Summer 
School has had to abandon its plans for 1958. 

The L.A. has found it necessary to suspend its 
annual guarantee in respect of this summer school 
from 1958 onwards, with the proviso that any future 
guarantee would be sympathetically considered—if 
the proposed school offered a programme suited to 
current conditions. As a token of appreciation of the 
past work of this School the 1957 deficit of 
£11 3s. 6d. was met by the Association. 
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FIVE-YEAR PLAN 


Having approved the report of the Bank Balances 
as at 28th February, 1958, the Finance Committee 
decided to invest £3,500 in Bristol Corporation 
Mortgage Loans for $ years. Investigations into 
investing in Equities are being made. 

Consideration of an analysis of Branch and Section 
Receipts and Expenditure for 1957 led to the decision 
that there was no case for a general increase in Branch 
and —— prs wor Nr 98 any request for 

rants for special purposes would continue to receive 
C cunalibe aaioetion, 

The request by the University and Research 
Section for an additional grant of £75 a year was 
deferred, pending consultation with the Honorary 
Treasurer of that Section. 


Reorganization at Headquarters 


Representatives of a number of Sections expressed 
to the L.A.’s Executive Committee the view that, 
in addition to considering Branch and Section 
Reorganization, the time is also ripe for the Council 
to consider the future pattern of the Association’s 
management at Headquarters. 

The Executive Committee has now set up a sub- 
committee to consider this. The sub-committee 
consists of the Honorary Secretary, Honorary 
Treasurer and Chairmen of Council, Chairman of 
most of the Standing Committees, and - Messrs. 
J. H. Jones and K. A. Mallaber. 


CHAUCER HOUSE—a< fan 


A fan has been installed in the Committee room to 
meet a long-standing need often caused by the fug 
of long-sitting committees. The House and Library 
Committee has been asked to agree on two further 
controversial items. On being asked to improve the 
lighting in the Council Chamber during examina- 
tions it considered the matter very carefully, but 
decided to take no further action as only this one 
complaint had been lodged and the cost of altera- 
tions would probably be very high. 

The installation of a cloakroom enclosure is still 
undecided. The estimates which had been received 
were considered altogether too high and again no 
action was taken. 


Roberts Committee 


The Council received verbal reports from the 
Honorary Secretary, Mr. Paton, and Mr. Gardner 
on the oral evidence submitted by them to the 
Roberts Committee on 28th February. The Council 
decided to ask the Secretary of the Roberts Com- 
mittee if the evidence can be circulated to members 
of the L.A. Council, and also whether the minutes 
of oral evidence can be printed in the final report. 





APPOINTMENT OF CHIEF 
LIBRARIAN, GATESHEAD P.L. 


Applications were invited from Chartered Librarians for the above post in November, 
19$7, at a salary in accordance with (new) A.P.T. IV (£1,025- £1,175). The library serves 
a population of 113,000 and has a staff of 36. On 26th November, the Secretary wrote 
to the Town Clerk protesting strongly against the salary offered, pointing out that no 
other urban library authority in England serving a population of over 100,000 paid such 
a low salary. The fetter urged that candidates with a wide experience and of the calibre 
required for the post would not be attracted, and that in the opinion of the Association 
the post should be graded at not less than scale C of the J.N.C. for Chief Officers’ 


scales ({£'1,295- £1,515). 


A notice was inserted in The Times Literary Supple- 
ment inviting members intending to apply for the 
post to communicate with the Secretary, and 
N.A.L.G.O. were requested to take the matter up 
with the local authority. Six members responded 
to the notice in The Times Literary Supplement and all 
were advised not to apply until the local authority 
had considered the representations made and a 
satisfactory decision on the salary had been reached. 
Four agreed to this, one applied on condition that 
the salary was raised appropriately, and one pro- 
tested against the Association’s intervention and 
applied for the post. 

On 16th December, the Town Clerk replied 
stating that the Secretary’s letter had been palin wee 
by the Libraries Committee who observed that there 
were no negotiated salary scales specifically for 
Chief Librarians, that the Association had not pro- 
tested against the salary during the period the present 
holder had been in office, and that despite the advice 
given to applicants, there were still a number 
prepared to accept the post on its advertised terms 


and that his Council would probably make an 
appointment from them. He suggested that in the 
interests of the Association fee its members, the 
advice given to members should be withdrawn. 
The Secretary replied stating that this could not be 
done and reaffirmed the opinion that the salary 
offered was unlikely to attract candidates with the 
necessary experience and qualities. N.A.L.G.O.’s 
reply stated that as a result of a general application 
made by that Association some time ago, coupled 
with the August decisions of the N.J.C. on amend- 
ments to salary structure, the Borough Council was 
currently reviewing its establishment generally and 
in due course they would inform the Library Asso- 
ciation of the effect of this review on the post of 
Chief Librarian. 

The Secretary was subsequently informed that 
there were three candidates to be interviewed, a 
Fellow, an Associate, and an unqualified member 
of the Gateshead library staff. The post was offered 
to and accepted by Mr. T. S. Cardy, F.L.A., 
Librarian of the Central Lending Library, 
Newcastle upon Tyne. 





LIBRARIAN MAYORESS 


Miss Beryl Cleasby, 21-year-old junior assistant 
librarian at the Durning Library, Kennington Cross, 
is the daughter of the next Mayor of Lambeth, 
Mr. Tiras Cleasby. She will act as Mayoress for her 
father during his term of office. 


U.S. Exchange Offer 


Mr. William Ready, Director of Libraries, 
Marquette University, Milwaukee, would like 
to hear from a senior assistant librarian in a 
university or city library in the United King- 
dom, willing to exchange his or her position 
with his chief cataloguer for a year. Marquette 
University is the largest Catholic University in 
the U.S.A. (about 10,000 students) and the 
library is rapidly growing. Interested members 
should write direct to Mr. Ready at 1415, W. 
Wisconsin Ave., Milwaukee 3, Wisconsin, 








U.S.A. 








Adverts in Books 


Further information about an offer by a firm of 
civic map publishers to pay £4 per thousand for 
advertisement labels gummed into library books 
(April Liaison) has been received. Ilford’s acceptance 
of this scheme was recorded in its Council Minutes 
of 28th January. The company who are supplying 
the advertisements and the £4 per 1,000 revenue, 
are the Elton Civic Maps and Supplies Ltd., 
“advertising contractors” of London, N.2. 

This Council Minute includes a further interesting 
fact: it quotes the Elton people as reg of the 
authorities they have approached, so far Berwick- 
on-Tweed and Wolverhampton have accepted their 
offer, though with the proviso that the libraries’ 
staff shall carry out the insertion of the advertise- 
ments. At Ilford this will be done by the 


contractors. 
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